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PREFACE 

The following study is for the most part based upon an inves- 
tigation of the records of the relations between England and Spain 
from 1763 to 1779 which are preserved in the British Museum 
and the Public Records Office in London. This period is the 
interval between the close of the Seven Years' War and Spain's 
entrance into the American war in June, 1779. In the present 
monograph the relations of the two powers are discussed only 
in so far as their American interests are concerned, and only to 
the year 1774, at which date the issue of the American war be- 
comes the principal factor in the relations of England with the 
Bourbon powers. 

The materials for such a study are now fairly comprehensive. 
They have received large additions since the appearance, in 1813, 
of Archdeacon Coxe's classic Memoirs of the Kings of Spain of 
the House of Bourbon, by the publication of numerous documents 
drawn from the archives of France and Spain, and the printing 
of letters, memoirs, arid other writings which throw light on the 
personalities of the time. Numerous letters which passed be- 
tween Charles III. and Louis XV., or between the DucdeChoiseul 
and the Marquis Grimaldi, the chief ministers of France and 
Spain in the years preceding 1770, or were written by these 
ministers to the French and Spanish representatives in Paris, 
Madrid, and London are to be found in such works as J. Flam- 
mermont's Le Chancelier Maupeou et les Parlements (Paris, 1874) 
and L. Blart's Les Rapports de la France et de I'Espagne apres 
la Pacte de Famille jusqu'a la Fin du Ministkre du Due de Choiseul 
(Paris, 1915). These letters, which are, of course, of the first 
importance for an understanding of the diplomatic history of the 
period, have been extensively used in the preparation of this 
study. They are especially full and valuable through the period 
of the Falklands Islands crisis. The publication of such collec- 
tions of documents as the Correspondance SecrHe entre Marie- 
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Th&rtee et le Comte de Mercy-Argenteau (Paris, 1874), the com- 
panion work of the Correspondance Secrete du Comte de Mercy- 
Argenteau avec I'Empereur Joseph II et le Prince de Kaunitz 
(Paris, 1889-1891), the Correspondance Secrete et autres Docu- 
ments de Louis XV (Paris, 1866), and the Recueil des Instructions 
donnees aux Ambassadeurs de la France depuis les Trait4s de 
Westphalie jusqu'a la Revolution francaise (Paris, 1886, etc.) have 
added greatly to our knowledge of the diplomatic history of the 
period. Of greater interest in a study of the European relations 
of England and Spain than in connection with the colonial his- 
tory of these powers, they have been utilized to some extent in 
the preparation of the present work. Of other memoirs and 
letters published in the course of the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries, the following may be mentioned as of special interest 
for the subject in hand: Diaries and Correspondence of James 
Harris, First Earl of Malmesbury (London, 1844), A Series of 
Letters of the First Earl of Malmesbury (London, 1870), Mimoires 
de Choiseul-Stainville (Paris, 1904), Life oj William, Earl of 
Shelburne, afterwards First Marquis of Lansdowne with Extracts 
from his Papers, by E. G. P. Fitzmaurice (London, 1875), and 
the Correspondence of George HI with Lord North, 1867. Henri 
Doniol's monumental work, Histoire de la Participation de la 
France d I'jStablissement des Etats-Unis d'Amerique (Paris, 1886- 
1899), begins with the year 1774 and, therefore, its great treasure 
of documents does not bear on the present subject. 

Another class of documents, indispensable for such a study as 
the present one, consists of the journals and accounts of voyages 
of discovery and exploration belonging to the period in question. 
As the greater part of these were published in the eighteenth 
century they have long been well known. Reference to them will 
be found in the appended alphabetical list of printed sources 
and quotations from them in the notes to the text. 

While printed materials fill an important place in a study of 
the colonial relations of England and Spain in the years suc- 
ceeding the peace of Paris, the bulk of information must be drawn 
from manuscript sources. Of these the State Papers relating to 
Spain which are preserved in the Public Records Office and con- 



ANGLO-SPANISH RELATIONS IN AMERICA 331 

sist of the correspondence between the British government and 
its representatives in Spain is the largest single source of informa- 
tion. Among the most important of these Spanish State Papers 
for the subject in hand, and one hitherto made small use of, as 
far as T have been able to discover, are a set marked "State 
Papers, Foreign, Spain, supplementary". These documents, 
which will be found extensively quoted in the text, bear particu- 
larly on the little known history of the Falkland Islands settle- 
ments in the period falling between Byron's visit in 1765 and the 
forced evacuation of Port Egmont by the British in 1770. Be- 
cause of the close connection of Spain with France throughout 
the period, the State Papers relating to France are almost indispen- 
sable, while those bearing on Austrian affairs (S. P. Foreign, 
Germany (Empire)) throw valuable side-lights on various as- 
pects of the main subject. 

The Grantham Papers, included among the Additional MSS. 
in the British Museum, contain the original letters addressed 
by the home government and by ministers at other European courts 
to Lord Grantham, the British ambassador to Spain 1771-1779, 
and copies of his letters in reply. Besides these papers I could 
find little else among the manuscripts at the British Museum of 
great value for the subject of the present thesis. 

The Colonial Office Papers, especially the series on "British 
Honduras" and "America and the West Indies", and the 
Admiralty Papers relating to the Jamaica station have provided 
the greater part of the information about the relations of England 
and Spain on the Mosquito Coast and in Honduras Bay as well as 
much of the information bearing on the matter of English contra- 
band trade on the Spanish Main. The Colonial Office Papers 
and the Spanish State Papers have furnished the largest sec- 
tion of the information in regard to the relations of the two 
powers on the Mississippi boundary. The material, bearing 
on the transfer of Louisiana from the French to the Spanish 
crown, has been drawn chiefly from a copy of the corre- 
spondence between the French government and its officials in 
Louisiana in the years from 1763-1769, which was made from 
originals in Les Archives Nationales of France for the Canadian 
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Archives and kindly loaned to me by Mr. Biggar, the represen- 
tative of the Canadian Archives in Europe. These documents 
are referred to in the notes as "A. N. Colonie F 3/25". A collec- 
tion of Spanish documents, entitled "Documentos Hist6ricos de 
la Florida y la Luisiana, siglos XVI al XVIII", which was 
published in Madrid in 1913, has also been extensively used. 

The secondary materials of the period under review consist 
of biographies of Charles III. and of other important contem- 
porary personages, of studies of separate phases of Spanish or 
English colonial activity, of general works on British or Spanish 
colonial policy, of studies of the contemporary relations between 
France and Spain, and of a few short review articles which cover 
in a cursory fashion the political relations of England and Spain 
through an extended period. No investigator, so far as I have 
been able to discover, has hitherto made his primary line of 
investigation the field of the present study. 

The subject as a fruitful field of research was suggested by 
Professor Firth of the University of Oxford. In the course of 
preparation Professor A. P. Newton of King's college, University 
of London, assisted me very greatly with valuable advice both 
in regard to source material and form of presentation. I have 
also to express my appreciation of assistance afforded me in 
various ways by Professor Howard Gray of Bryn Mawr College, 
by Professor C. H. Haring of Yale University, by Mr. Hubert 
Hall of the Public Records Office, and by Mr. H. P. Biggar, the 
representative of the Canadian Archives in Europe. 

V. L. B. 

Bryn Mawr College, March, 1922. 



